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Dedication 


“As for us, we have this large crowd of witnesses around us. So 
then, let us rid ourselves of everything that gets in the way, and the 
sin which holds on to us so tightly, and let us run with determination 
the race that lies before us.” 


The writer of the Book of Hebrews understood that the story of the 
Church of Jesus Christ is told in the lives, hearts and service of 
people. 


This booklet and the events of Founder’s Day, 1995, are dedicated 
to the people who have occupied pulpit, pew and street in service as 
part of the Presbyterian Church of Phoenix, Oregon. 


Those of us who are part of this congregation today drink from 
the wells of faith that have been dug by those who have gone before 
us. It is our privilege and our task to carry on GOD’S message and 
purpose. 
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FOUNDERS DAY 


AUGUST 27, 1995 


Pastor - John Braund 


Parish associate - B. J. Holland 
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Margaret Young, Chairperson 
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In 1875, the Presbytery of Oregon sent 
the Rev. Moses Williams to the Rogue 
Valley to establish a Presbyterian 
presence. Here is our story. 


The congregation was listening... listening for 

the clip clop of a horse’s hooves on the dirt road in 
front of the church. Finally the sound came in the 
stillness of the Sunday morning. Moses Williams, the 
circuit riding preacher, pulled his horse to a halt in 
front of a small church partially hidden by a clump of 
pine trees in the Phoenix Cemetery. Williams had just 
come from Jacksonville. He had yet to go to Ashland, 
the third church on his circuit. 


The Rev. Williams had left his home early that 
morning. As the circuit-riding preacher approached 
the church, he glanced at the foundation of rocks and 
stones, a sign of volunteer labor that built what looked 
like a small one-room schoolhouse. As he climbed the 
steps to the pulpit, he saw the Rev. Thomas Fraser 
seated a little to one side waiting for him. He had an 
expectant smile. Expectant, because this was August 
29, 1875, the date set to formally organize the 
Phoenix Presbyterian Church. 


Thomas Fraser was the Missionary for the Synod of 
the Northwest. He was to lead in the church 
organization. 


Pausing for a few minutes behind the pulpit, gathering 
his thoughts, Mr. Williams glanced at the rough-hewn 
rafters from under his heavy brows. Sunlight from a 
side window outlined his thinning hair, his sharp nose 
and heavy beard. Williams’ eyes seemed to pierce each 
one of the thirty to forty member congregation. Then 
he smiled as he said, “Everybody is invited to stay 
after the service when we formally organize this 
church. I know many of you are eager to sample the 
cakes and pies the ladies have prepared for the 


occasion.” 
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rang. The bell came later. Donations a 


money raising activities finally provided a belfry tower 
and a bell. 

The 540 pound bell was rung for the first time 
publicly on Easter Sunday, 1901. 


That bell rang out the independence of the little 
church now exclusively housing Presbyterians. The 
former blacksmith shop had been reconstructed 
originally by both Presbyterians and Methodists. The 
rafters had been hand-hewn in 1862. Two years later, 
possibly because the community felt more prosperous, 
the Presbyterians took over the church exclusively. 
Prosperous, because in 1864 the miners had been 
making a fair living from their placer diggings near 
Phoenix for three years. By then, the small town had 
one hardware shop, three blacksmith shops, three 
hotels, two flour mills, a livery stable and four saloons. 


Moses Williams served the Phoenix Church for 
seven years. After his resignation, he served newly 
organized churches such as those in Central Point, 
Gold Hill and Eagle Point. 


As Moses Williams spread his services to help 

other churches get started, so did the Phoenix 
congregation. The congregation donated $250 to help 
construct an Ashland church. Remember, $250 went 
much further then. 


The circuit riding preacher soon added Grants Pass 
to the original trio of churches. No doubt the coming 
of the railroad helped Moses Williams to continue 
the spread of Presbyterianism. In February, 1884, 
regular train service started between Phoenix and 
Portland. Clifford R. Miller wrote about Williams’ use 
of the railroad in his book, “The Shining Light,” a 
biography of Moses Williams. “The engineer often 
slowed the engine at the minister’s gate to allow him 
to swing down from the train. The preacher often rode 
in the engine”, 


Some of the church founders have their names on 
present streets and roads. Among them were: Martha 
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and Emma Coleman, Isable Rose, Solon Colver, 
and S.V. Van Dyke. 


Various church activities paid the 

construction costs of $2500. Walter Frazier Brown 
donated $1000 for the round stained glass window 
which faces second street. 


The church members were proud of their church. 


Church membership continued to grow over the 
years. During the ministry of Moses Willinms, the 
church had 20 members. Between 45 and 75 people 
attended Sunday School---both adults and children. 
Meanwhile, the pioneer church building was sold to 
the Phoenix Cemetery Association for $150 in 1928. 


The Rev. Roy Nelson moved his pulpit from the 
pioneer church in the cemetery to the new building on 
what is now Second and Church streets. The church 
members paid off the last loan on the church from the 
Board of National Missions in 1975. The new church 
started with an organ donated by the Ashland 
Methodist Church. Later, church members replaced 
the organ. The original organ was donated to the 
Jacksonville Historic Museum. It was restored and 
moved to their facility in Medford. 


Church records show that attendance increased 
from 39 to 95 during the 1885-86 period. 


The Rev. William Clyde served from 1882-1883. 

“He had a strong influence with the young people.” 
Next the Rev. A. R Rickenback served as supply for 15 
months. For a short time, J. V. Milligan and R. Engle, 
were interim pastors. The Rev. Robert Ennis served 
from 1886 to 1890. 


During 1887, the Jacksonville church did not have 
a ruling elder. An elder would go from Phoenix to 
perform such duties as communion. 


Church history relates that the Rev. S. S. Caldwell 


3 


presided from 1895 to 1897 as both minister and 
session moderator. The Rev. William Clyde returned 
during 1897 to 1903. 


Five ministers filled the pulpit following Clyde from 
1903 to 1924. This was prior to Rev. Nelson and his 
shift from the old church building to the new one. 
They were: F. C. Strange, Robert Tweed, Robert Ennis, 
John Baille, and Joseph Angell. 


On Jan. 20, 1926 Dr. J. B. Webster, session member, 
made a motion to appoint trustees, including M. A. 
Miller, to see about obtaining land and building a new 
church. Session members when the church was built 
were: Henry Frame, Mr. Hartley, W. J. Sloan, Dr. 
Miller and Mr. Webster. They unanimously agreed that 
they wanted the church to look like a church. The 
committee voted to buy two lots from Owen Dunlop 
for $650. Later, a new church was built on the corner 
of what is Second and Church streets in Phoenix and 
was dedicated in 1928. 


The Rev. E. F. McFarland served from May 19, 1936 to 
April 30, 1939. About the same time, E. Lester Newbry 
was sent as an elder-commissioner to the Presbyterian 
General Assembly. The church budget was $2,150 in 
1937, $1,857 in 1938 and $1,333.37 in 1939. About 
then, the boys of the church no longer had to take 
turns hand-pumping the church organ. A motor was 
installed in 1940. 


Ministers continued to direct the white church on the 
corner during the depression years from 1928 through 
1941. They were: W. O. Johnson, Fred Schell, Ralph 
Peters, Edward McFarland, Newell Fiscus, and Edward 
Machie. 


Times were tough, but the members were determined 
to keep the church doors open. 


During World War II --- theological students often filled 
the pulpit. They lived in a second floor room at the 
church. Old-timers will remember such names as 
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Edward Machle, Lawrence Mitchelmore, F. J. Dodson, 
and J. C. Leonard. 


During the early forties, Lawrence Mitchelmore served 
both the Jacksonville and Phoenix congregations. He 
initiated a very important civic and local ministry 
with Boy Scouts. His careful scholarship helped the 
congregation understand their reformed heritage. 


E. J. Clark took over the pulpit in 1947, to start 

the church through the peace years. J. G. Bucler 
followed him in 1953. Two years later, E. R. Volkman 
came to Phoenix with his young family. Ernie began to 
attract children, youth, and young families that would 
be the nucleus of a strong Christian education 
program for years to come. 


William Saladin followed and served from 1958 to 
1965. During his term, Ed Brown, assisted by Roland 
Nuckles and Bill Cox, removed the folding doors at the 
rear of the church. What had been a separate Sunday 
School room became part of the main sanctuary. Mr. 
Saladin left after seven years. He left behind an active 
Sunday School for all ages. Edwin (“Brownie”) Brown 
then was the popular adult leader of the Sunday 
School and was admired for his knowledge of the Bible. 


The Rev. William Orr, filled the church with people 
from 1965 through 1967. He was a kindly man with a 
Scottish burr to his speech. 


Succeeding minister, The Rev. Willis O. Case, put even 
more energy behind establishing a church community 
as conceived by Bill Saladin. Pastor Case was a blonde- 
haired, blue eyed, slight man. He was quiet and 
modest, but put real energy behind his sermons and 
church organizing. As one of his chief disciples said, 

The church was humming with activity, mornings, 
afternoons and evenings.” Young parents filled most of 
the church membership. They brought their children 
to Sunday school youth activities and continued the 
Mariners’ Club as started by Saladin. Willis Case was 
here the longest of any minister-- 15 1/2 years. 
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He retired and returned to the College Place Wash. 
area. Case also participated in a ministers’ round table 
to discuss mutual interests and the problems of the 
south county churches. 


Following Case, a Rev. Rick Irish was interim 
minister. Then in 1984, David and Carolyn Hampton 
became resident ministers. Both were ordained. Mrs. 
Hampton continued the church members’ active 
participation in the Phoenix Volunteer Fire 
Department. She became the first Fire Department 
Chaplain. David spent much time working with the 
congregation and Presbytery. Carolyn, who is a gifted 
Christian educator, developed curriculum for the 
Presbytery and the denomination. 


Bob Wilkie followed. He circulated throughout the 
Phoenix area and worked hard at attracting young 
people to the church. To do that, he used the skills 
acquired during several years in the campus ministry. 
He and his big, gentle English sheep dog attracted 
youngsters. Often bikes would be sprawled over the 
sidewalk and church lawn. After Wilkie, the church 
was without a pastor for two years. John Reimers was 
a moderator and supply pastor during 1990. 


The Rev. Roland Carter was called early in 1990 and 
was here briefly before moving to Nevada. 


Current pastor, John Braund, with his wife Mary, 
began his ministry in February of 1991. He was 
immediately impressed with the determination of the 
small congregation. Since his arrival, the congregation 
has steadily grown. 


Today the church puts great emphasis on worship, 
preaching and music. The devoted organist--choir 
director Darcy Mann Self, and the pastor, have 
encouraged growth in the choir. The church has 
sought to be a strong spiritual place but it has also 
opened its doors to a community in need. In a given 
week the church will be used by the congregation for 
worship, study, and social gatherings. These include 
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the Women’s group, church pot-lucks, and special 
events during the year to encourage newcomers. On 
Thursday afternoons the doors are open to a potpourri 
of events for the community and the church people. 
The facilities are used by three scouting groups, three 
A. A. groups, and a community parenting class. 


Recent reorganization has involved many of the long 
time members and the folks who have joined more 
recently, in making the church more active and 
effective in worship, mission, evangelism and 
fellowship. 


In 1994 Elder Margaret Young became the third ruling 
elder to be a Commissioner to the 204th General 
Assembly. Also in 1994, The Rev. B. J. Holland joined 
the staff as a Parish Associate. We are all blessed by 
his warm caring. 


The Recent growth and activity in the congregation is 
the story of Pastors and people sensing God’s hand at 
work among us and God’s challenge to minister in 
loving ways to a world in need. 


I Remember 


Moses Williams 


What about Moses Williams, the man so 

instrumental in founding the Phoenix Presbyterian 
Church? it was Halloween night, 1852, when the tall 
gaunt circuit-rider rode over the Siskiyou mountains 
into the Rogue Valley. The Rev. Fraser,the co-founder 
of the Phoenix church remarked that Williams had 
ridden into a wild country, and wild it was, because 
just a year before women and children hid from 
Indians in Jacksonville’s J. A. Brunner building. 


Moses Williams had been a missionary in Chile before 
coming to the Oregon country. Early day historians of 
the region described The Rev. Moses Allen Williams as 
a modest, scholarly pioneer preacher and missionary. 
A man of strong personality, deep convictions and 
strenuous life. 


He was born in Washington County, Pa. on 

September 26, 1811. He graduated from Washington 
and Jefferson College at Washington, Pa. It was then 
known as Jefferson College. Williams also spent a year 
at Columbia Seminary in South Carolina. He received a 
degree at Princeton in 1849. He then became a 
missionary for the Presbyterian Church in the Pacific 
Northwest. 


Early day chroniclers described Williams riding full 


gallop with his beard streaming behind him and his 
saddlebags flapping. 


Vir: Graham 
Virginia Graham referred to notes she had scrawled on 
church programs: “When Rev. Case was here we had 


105 to 150 people every Sunday. Case was close to the 
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community and other ministers. The Phoenix 
churches had a combined cantata one Easter. All the 
Phoenix churches then sponsored a strong Vacation 
Bible School. We would often have the youth group at 
our house for meetings. They would use our swimming 
pool. They even used our TV to watch the landing on 
the moon. I have a note here that our youth group 
attended a youth rally at the Medford first Methodist 
Church.” 


“Most of our choir pews were full, too. Mary Thompson 
was organist and choir director. We used traditional 
church music and all the choir music we had on file,” 
she continued. 


“Here’s another note: The date is Feb. 13, 1961. Our 
basketball team won over the Medford First Baptist 
Church. Helen Foster, Margaret Young and I directed 
the Vacation Bible School. We had lots of kids come. 
One time they had to wait for me because our barn 
burned down.” 


David and Carolyn Hampton 


Carolyn rode on the Fire Department Rescue Truck 
providing support for people in need of comfort. 

She would often remain at the hospital in her capacity 
as Chaplain. Carolyn and David boosted patient morale 
at that time. Both, for a while were seriously ill, but 
between them, they kept the church going. 

When David had a chance to take over his father’s old 
church at Cloverdale, they left. Today David also 
preaches at Pacific City, Oregon. 


Kat Stancliffe 


Kathryn was born in Springfield Missouri and moved 
with her sister Leah, and parents, William and Minnie 
Deitrich to a place on Hilsinger Road south of 
Phoenix, Oregon. 


Kathryn graduated high school in 1927. She married 
Frank Denzer on Sept. 14, 1928. Frank and Kathryn’s 
wedding was the first large wedding held in the newly 
constructed church on the corner of Second and 
Church Streets. Their son Gary arrived on August 9, 
1930. 


Kathryn attended 
Southern Oregon 
Normal School and 
after one year 
started teaching in 
one room schools in 
Jackson County. 
Each semester she 
would go back to 
become better 
qualified and with 
each advancement 
there was a raise in 
wages. 


Kathryn and Burt 
Stancliffe were 
married in 1941 and 
lived on the corner 
of Third and Church 
street for many years. They provided flowers for the 
church services for about 30 years from their garden. 
Kathryn decorated for numerous weddings in the 
church with ribbons and garlands of flowers 
everywhere. 


Burt and Kathryn both served on the Session Board 
and Burt was Clerk of Session for several years. 


Kathryn served on the City Council and was elected 
Mayor in 1954. She was the first woman to be elected 
mayor in Phoenix, however, other women had served 
by appointment to fulfill other terms. 


While Kathryn was Mayor, the City of Phoenix hosted 
a luncheon for the Governor, State Dignitaries, and 
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local Mayors visiting in the area. It was held in the 
new Community Club Building which is now being 
used as the City Hall. Kathryn planned the menu and 
prevailed on everyone in the church and the Grange to 
prepare pies, cakes, and dishes of all kinds. The Home 
Economics class at school did the serving. It was a 
grand success. They all learned not to tell Kathryn 
that it couldn’t be done in Phoenix. 


Kathryn and Burt moved to Bear Lake Park when they 
could no longer take care of their large home. Burt 
passed away at the age of 101. 


Kathryn, a young 86 years of age, is still active in 
church functions when her health permits. 


Remember When 


Troop # 15 of The Boy Scouts Of America were active 
and held meetings in the years 1955 through 1958. 


Remember When 


The Rev. Mitchelmore was given extra gasoline ration 
stamps during World War II. He ministered to both the 
Phoenix and Jacksonville congregations. Driving home 
from his duties was very difficult as he had to drive 
with his lights off due to blackout regulations. 


Remember When 

After The Rev. Wilkie, the church was without a pastor 
for two years. In the interim, John Reimers, William 
Kirkman and Eileen Dunn were moderators. 

Remember When 


Eddie Caldwell’s dad organized a group to install the 
church bell in the steeple. “They used skids and a 
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system of ropes and pulleys. At least two ministers 
felt called upon to defend the belfry. E. J. Clark 
appealed to the council for permission to shoot within 
the city. That was a violation of a city ordinance even 
in those earlier days. He told the council he had to 
defend the church. Woodpeckers were drilling holes 
along the eaves and on the belfry. After drilling their 
holes, they would insert acorns. Bill Saladin simply got 
out in the street and blasted away. Complaints came 
from bird lovers in the neighborhood,” Ed said. 


Remember When 
Maude Haskins played the piano for Sunday School 


pre-service. Maude also faithfully kept the cradle roll 
and sent birthday cards to enrollees until age six. 


Remember When 

Kathleen Neilson donated the brass Bible stand and 
matching vases in memory of her husband, Lloyd. 
Remember When 

The Bible on the communion table was given by Pat 
and Cliff Fixsen in memory of Pat’s father. 
Remember When 

The pine paneling in the Sanctuary was donated by 
George Flanagan of the First Presbyterian Church of 


Medford. He also helped us to obtain the carpeting 
used during our remodeling in the early sixties. 


Remember When 


In 1992 a Lowry Theater Organ was donated by the 
Jacksonville Presbyterian Church. 
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Remember When 


The formal choir was organized about 1910, directed 
by Henry Frame and Myron Sheets. Gladys Frame 
played the organ. 


Remember When 


Local ministers would hold baccalaureate services at 
high school graduation time in the 1920’s and 1930's, 
also new teachers would be introduced to the 
community during a church reception. 


Remember When 


Longtime church member Mildred Bray remembers 
both the small church in the cemetery pines and the 
start of the present church. 


Mrs. Bray said, "The 1920’s and 1930’s were a 
wonderful time in which to live. People were close to 
each other--- helped each other--- I remember that 
the church members were always helping the needy 
with food and clothing. 


Gladys Sloan Knight 


Gladys joined the Presbyterian church in Kansas at 
the age of 19. She and Delno Sloan were married in 
1921 and came to Phoenix in 1923. They joined the 
church in Phoenix by letter of transfer in 1925. 


They lived in Phoenix for several years and at the 
death of Delno’s parents moved to his parents’ home 
on Calhoun south of town. They have lived in the 
same home ever since. 


Gladys and Delno sang in the choir 45 years. Myron 
Sheets was choir director and Mrs. Grace Frame 
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played the organ. 
The piano in the 
sanctuary was 
bought by the 
choir and 
dedicated to 
Delno Sloan for 
his many years of 
service. When 
Delno died they 
had been married 
for 53 years. 


Gladys taught 
school for 35 
years, 23 of those 
years in the 
Phoenix School. 
She took early 
retirement at 61 
years of age. She 

and Delno had 
two sons, Weldon and Thomas. Weldon pumped the 
organ for church along with Lewis Newbry, Gary 
Denzer and Eddie Caldwell. 


Gladys helped with church Harvest Dinners in the 
fall, Valentine Dinners in the spring and rummage 
sales to raise money for the church. The Ladies Aid 
Society consisted of hard working ladies like: Anna 
Caldwell, Gertrude Watkins, Enid Caster, Audra 
Williams, Mrs. Metcalf and Elizabeth Carpenter. 


Gladys married Clyde Knight in 1980. They did a lot 
of traveling the first few years until Clyde became too 
ill to travel. 


Gladys is still active in church when time permits 


and will be celebrating her 94th birthday on 
September 1, 1995. “Happy Birthday Gladys.” 
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Remember When 


As Sunday School Superintendent and teacher for 
many years, Margaret Young remembers Florence 
Bain, a long retired school teacher who was always 
there with a contribution when needed for something 
extra for the Sunday School or Vacation Bible School. 
When Florence passed away, she left a considerable 
endowment to be used for Christian Education. 


Remember 
When 


Helen Pelton 
was choir 
director and 
organist for 
18 years. 
Helen has 
never stopped 
giving of her 
talents and 
energy. We 
see her here 
with The Rev. 
Willis and 
Eleanor Case 
at a birthday 
party. During 
recent years, 
area church 
members often got together to sing informally . Helen 
would also participate in these “Singspirations.” 


All the information compiled in this little booklet was 
obtained from Founders Day Committee members, the 
Jackson County Historical Society, scrap books, old 
newspaper articles, Session records and the memories 
of members of the congregation. As we look at our 
past, it gives us great hope for the present and future 
of the “White Church on the Corner” 


Founders Day Committee 
Margaret Young, Chairperson 


Remember When 


This is a Beloubet Reed Pipe hand pumped organ that 
was acquired from the Methodist Church in Ashland. It 
was used by the Phoenix Presbyterian Church for over 
25 years and was pumped by many of the young boys 
in the church until it was converted to electricity. 
Among those who played the organ were: Mae Webster, 
Helen Pelton, Grace Frame and Mary Thompson. When 
Mary Thompson was organist, a new organ was 
purchased and the old organ came up for sale. 
Elverton R. Claflin bought the organ and donated it to 
the Jacksonville Museum on May 23, 1956. 


The donation was made in memory of Ruth V. Claflin, 
wife, Lynn E. Claflin, son, Mr. & Mrs. L. O. Caster, a 
pioneer family in the area, and to churches of all 
denominations. 


The organ has been fully restored with contributions 
from local citizens. Several recitals have been given by 
Katherine Wendt and others. The distinctive tones 
have been enjoyed by hundreds. The organ has 
subsequently been moved to the Society’s Historical 
Center in Medford. 


Church in the Pines 


